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The PREFACE. 


| FE that are Miniſters are not 3 our Diff- 
* in every part our Service: But the 


(fied Saints, ar er = 


bring fer — 2 
icult, that t 
— e lication ; 4 
| 1 er We 4 


little Succe/s, we bave 12 
17 aſcribe it to an higher Hand. 
ſe two Parts of HY Work 5 in ſome reſpeltꝭs ve- 
1] —_— berein they agree, that our Endeavours in 
ple, yu here of ſubtle Artifices of the Evil 
bor, who as ftudiou ily oppoſes the juſt Conſolation of the 
| Children of God, as be does the Illumination and Con viction 
of ſuch as are in his pwn Intereſt. The diſcovering the 
ulneſ of ſuch Inſinuations, either on the one hand or 
ther , 4s are apt to have the mort pernicious Influence, 
mef be attempted, the tzs the Great God alone who by bu 
| powerful Bleſſing can make it turn to any Account. 

TheWorthy Author of this little Tract, bas in my Appre- 
benſion, here taken Pains to good purpoſe, to make ſerious 
but weak Chriſtians, wa ved, dejected, ſenſible of their 
| con Haypineſs, that they may be thankful, and give Ged 
the G 

I — indeed acknowledge, . the 9 ſome have 
| taken to the loweſt Degree of Grace that is neceſſary 
Bo Agr liable to 7 —_ ks I doubt ſome have 
| been thereby tempted to ſpiritual Sloth, and a Neglect of ſui- 
| table Endeavours in order to a further Advance 2 Progreſs, 
| as ell as to commit other unhappy Miſtakes. And yet, on 
| 2he other hand, if People look upon more as neceſſary to their 
| Safety, and to the ſecuring and proving their Intereſt in the 
| Divine Favour, than God has really made requiſite ; if they 


ene | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


I he Pakracx. 


that they c 
being in the hi ighef Form in Chrift's School, they are apt ty 
be needleſly diſpirited, ad ti walk diſconſoleely, while 
Comfort and Peace 2 belongs to them. 


For my Part, I freely own I read over theſe Papers with 
99 hen] fk dad's 


entertain s Fancy 


pepture to gonky 
ploy bis Thoughts 9 3 K 
coptribute to bis Satisfaction 2 — in that which 
- op — 2 yy te gs * — 
Diſconrſe to others, becauſe ug put the Manu 
into the bands of one that hor for Fo ales bow end 
ritual Exerciſes, I recei vd a great many T_ after the 
Peraſal of it, for the Light which it gave, and the Benq | 
that was receiv'd from it. 
Alerbinks "us pity but ſuch faithful Laborers in on 
Lord's Harwef ſoould have more Encearag ement. [5 
chat alone is able to do it, incline the Hearts of i 
bave @ Capacity, to give Aſſet ance. 
| That my Worthy Brother and his Numerous Family 
be kept from diffreſſing Want; and that many Souls 277 
the better for his ſtated Miniſterial Labours ; ; E 
1 Endeavour of his, to comfort ſuch as are asking 
Way to Zion, with their Faces thitherward, js tbe 


Prayer of . 
Ann beerty Defirer of 
Jan. 24. 177% 50 | 
the Common Salvation, 
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can't be true Chriſtians, * 
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The Auraor to the READER. = 


Eeing the Eternal Salvation of over Souls depends upon the 
Truth and Sincerity of our ntance and Faith ; and 
wr Peace and Comfort bere, and joyful Attendance on God 
| # al bis Ordinances, do ebb and flow, according as we 
aut ef, or be ſatisfied in, the Truth of theſe Graces ; it 
concerns us to be rightly informed in their N. 

that we may knw what is Repentance and Faith, and what 
unt; and for that purpoſe we muſt ſearch out the loweſ 
Degrees of ſaving Repentance and ſaving Faith; For as 
there is a Vaſt gradual Di Diffzrence between « Child juſt quic- 
led in the Womb, when the Spirit of a Man is firſt for- 
| med in bim; and a Child born boo the World, and brought 
w to ſome Underſtanding : So there is a great Differ erence 
tween tms Perſons, one in wbom Chriſt is but juſt formed, 
ad another in whom that holy Image is grown to ſome Ma- 
turity. In ex mining our ſelves therefore concerning the 
Truth of our Repentance and Faith, we muſt uſgtboſe Marks, 
| that do ſhew, juſt their bare Nature as near as we can, and 
wmore. If we make uſe of the Marks of ſtro g Faith, and 
o a deep Repentance, we cut off all the weak ones in Chriſt's 
| Church, whoſe low Statures will not reach thoſe bigh Men- 
| fares. "If we uſe Marks too Im, then we flatter and deceive 
| Hypocrites. There is ſomething in which they differ, which 
| « Hypocrite bas not, and a true, ſound, peniteut Believer 
bath. What that is 1 bave endeavour'd to ſhew, even the 
| bweſt ſaving Degree, that is by Man diſcernible. 

| Reader, if thou find the following things in thy ſelf, in the 
How of God 7 give ther the Powe of God. And I do in- 
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uthor to the Reader. 


God, and to pray to bim, as thy reconciled God, and that 

in thy Cloſet, Family, Holy Aſſemblies, and at the T able of 
the Lord. Let the Mercy of the Father, the Merits of the 
Son, the Grace (f tle holy Spirit, make thee joyful in God's 
Cburcb, the Houſe of Prop ir. That God, whom thou fear. 


eſt and creadeſt, dots — the Deſires that be in thy bumbled 
Soul, and be will ſaii:fy them, He will bleſs thy Endes. 


wours, he will be four d of thee in his Vat; be will ſm 
thee more and more from the Sin thou bateſt ; be will nor 
the Grace in thee thou loveſt and chooſeſt ; be will give thee 
that Mercy and Pardon which thou prayeſt for. That Sm 
of God to whom thou lookeſt, looks down with tender Mer- 


taken and begun thy Souls Cure; be pleads thy Cauſe ; be 
las made and will keep thy Peace with 80 and in bis 
and time per ſictiy beal thy Soul, tho” it be in thee aD ay of 
ſmall things, as ſmall as can be, if there be hin, be 


nor quench the 1moaking Flax. 


dite and encourage thee joyfully and thankfully to praiſe | 


cies on thee ; be t. thee into bis Protection; be a 4 


will not dejpiſe it; f he will nat break the bruiſed _ | 
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HE Queſtion propos d 93 
What is a9 bg tance inits loweſt ry 
4 ppoſes a Man to have ſome 


i is againſt the Being and all the Attributes of God; 


| | Tin his Re 
| and evil 
| for Sin upon theſe accounts, for a Man will never re- 


nit a free Confeſſion of Sin to God, and a judging our 
| felves worthy of the Curſe of that Law we have bro= 


| fo far from Repentance, that he would rather have 
God repent 


the Will: For there may be clear Knowledge, ſtrong 


Convictions, t Troubles of Conſcience, and fre- 


The Nature of RRPENTANcR. 


CHAP. I. 


the Will is turned from Sin to Holineſs, to 
the Uſe of the Means of Grace, and to the Glory and 
Enjoyment of God. 


Knowledge of God's Law, ſo 5 to know 
Good and Evil; for 2 Man can't repent of that of 
which he is wholly ignorant. And it includes ſome. 
Knowledge of the evil Nature and evil Effects of Sin, as 


and as it was the Cauſe of the Death of the Son of God, 


| and is the Cauſe of all the Miſeries under which Man- 


kind 2 to this Day; for a Man repents not of Sin, 
tance he does not eye its evil Nature 
ects. And it comprehends ſome Sorrow 


pent of that which is no trouble to him. And there is 


ken; for he that hides his Sin, and juſtifies himſelf, is 


of making ſuch a ſtrict Law, than that 
himſelf ſhould repent of breaking ir. Theſe things I 
paſs, ſuppoſing the Reader in ſome good meaſure to 
underſtand them. But the chief thing is the Change of 


| 
| 


„ 


be changed. Which Change of the Will is in theſe 
| three things. * 
I. When the Will is more againſt Sin than for it, and 
more for Holineſs than againſt it. 1 lay, more; for when a 
Mn is almoſt, not quite, a Penitent, the Will is in 
ſome meaſure againſt Sin, but more for it; and in 
ſome meaſure for Holineſs, but more againſt it : But 
when a Man is a thorcugh Penitent, tio the Will re- 
mains in part for Sin, yet it is more againſt it; and | 
tho? the Will is in part againſt a holy Lite, yet it is 
more for it than againſt it. There are Luſtings of the 
Fleſh againſt the Spirit in a Penitent, but the Luſt- 
| ings of the Spirit prevail over thoſe of the Fleſh. 
The Meaning is this: 
He that truly repents of his Sin, ſees ſo much Evil in 
Sin, as it is againſt God's Holineſs, Sovereignty, com- 
mon Goodneſs, ſpecial! Love and Mercy in Chriſt, &c. 
chat he is willing to be no longer ſuch a ſinful Crea- 
ture as he is and has been, but had rather be made 
holy. He is willing ſinful Works ſhould be no more | 
done by him, but had rather live without Sin. He #s 
Willing Good Works ſhould be no more omitted by | 
bim; he had rather the Holy Law of God were per- 
fectly kept by him. So that in Repentance the Will is 
Willing it ſelf ſhould be chang'd. Thus, 4 
” Whatever Duty a Man is at preſent unwilling of, 
| and unable to do, he is willing God's Grace ſhould 
make him willing of, and able tor that Duty, working 
zi bim both to will and to do. And whatever Sin a Man 
at preſent is willing of, and luſts after, he is willing | 
+ God's Grace ſhould make him unwilling of that Sin, 
2nd cure thoſe Luſtings and evil Deſires that are in his 
Soul, that he may no more luſt aſter evil forbidden 
And as ſoon as the Will yields thus to God, 
and lays, not, I am wling of every Duty, 1 am reſalv d 1 
to keep all the hut; Laws of God, eden the moſt ſelf-denying 3 
but, I am willing to be made by Ged's Grace willi | 


ow |: 


| Duty in ever; thing, Tam willing a Refolution for a 
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gh holy 


z ſoon as the Will Fields thus to God, the Man 


chat Grace, deczives himfelf. 


* And 8 7 8 


prives him of the Love of God, and therefore 


| laſting Darkneſs, under God's eternal Diſpleaſure. He 


= 6 » 09 509 fu” 


s - Theſe three things contain the Nature of 
EKepentance. This is the turning from Sin to 
which 5 {o puch cemmanded in the Scriprures, and, 


1 
7 


The Nature of Repentance. 


Life might be wrought in me. Not, I am uns * 
willing of FT Sin, and reſolv d to forſake it; but, 12 | 
willing to be made unwilling of all Sin, and 1 am willing 
6 Reſolution to forſake Sin ſhould be wrought in me: I (ay, 


5 principal part of Repentance wrought in his Wi 
and he has taken the firſt ſtep out of the Ways of Sin 


into the holy Ways of God. 


2. When a Man s truly: Aug to uſe all the Means God 
las appointed, to get Grace to make bim willing of, and able 
for, bas whole Duty ; and unwilling of all Sin. God has 
appointed Means of Grace, which they muſt uſe, who 
deſire his Grace to make them wiiling to obey, and 
unwilling to offend. What thoſe Means are I will 
ſhew by and by in its piace. A Man's uſing thoſe 
Means, all of them, not only ſome of them, for che 
End for which they were appointed, ſhews that he 
truly deſires his own Satisfaction. And therefore that 


Man that pretends to deſire, or, be willing of God's 


Grace to turn his Will, change his Heart, and uſe; not 
all the Means, that he know: to be Means, to obtain 


3. Neu a Man in all this deſigns God chiefly, thas he | 
might bonour him aud cj; him. A penitent Man knows * 
what a Diſhonour Sin is to God, and therefore is wile 
ling to be rid of it: and that Holineſs honours God, 
and therefore would be holy. He knows that Sin de- 


e ſaved from it, that it might not ſeparate him fram 
the Love of God for ever, and ſhut him up in ever- 


. 


| 
knows that Holineſ fo firs a Man for the Enjoyment | 
of God, that with:u: it mo Men can ſee the Lord; and 
therefore would be holy, that he might be happy in 
God's Love, which he judges better than Life. 


. The Natare of Repentance. 
bach the Promiſe of Life and Pardon. Not the Al, or 
1 — it, in reſpect of Degrees, where we muſt reſt; 
but the Al, or bole of it, in reſpect of Parts. This ii 
The firft Draught of it in the Heart, which muſt, and 
F true, will be, copied out in the Life. 
Therefore thoſe Men go too high, that judge of the 
truth of their own and other Mens Repentance, by the 
actual forſaking of Sin in the Life. When there is as 
yet little or nothing of actual Reformation in the Life, 
examine what the chief Deſires, Purpoſes, Aims and 
Ends of the Heart be: Theſe be the things that will 
juſtify a Man to be penitent, or condemn him as impe- 
nitent, in God's Sight, according as they be either for 
God and Holineſs, or for Sin and the World. 


I will therefore open and prove them ſeverally. 


—_ 


CHAP. IL 

| That the Wills being willing to be changed is 4 part of 
ERepentance, proved; Becauſe, impenitent Sinners are un- 
willing to be changed. Penitent Perſons have expreſſed 
their Repentance in their Deſires to be ſo changed and ena- 


bled. When any d:ſire ſuch 4 Change, God gives them 
the Holy Ghoſt and Fardcn. * 


Will offer ſome things for the proof of this, * F 
chat Repentance is a Man's Willingneſs to be made | 
willing and able to do his Duty; and alſo his Willing- 

neſs to ule all God's appointed Means to get that 
Change; and a Man's deſigning chiefly the Glory and 
i — of N. in — 4 Change of himſelf, And 
in this, many things will fall in for explication of theſe 
2 We B 
I. The Wills Willingneſs to be changed is a part f 
Repentance, I prove by theſe Reaſons. 72 | 
. Impenitent Sinners are unwilling to have their Wills) 


Each of theſe Heads will need Explicationand Proof; | n 


we? 


The Nature of Rep. 


ares of the Penitent and Impenitent are 


- 


Iyhat the one chuſes the other refuſes ; therefore n- 
itent Perſons do refuſe, or, be unwilling of God's 
Ibealing Grace, and their Impenitency doe: conſiſt of 


S EFRE F 


love and fear him; the meaning of the Place is, they 


that their Unwillingneſs be be healed ; then penitent 


[Perſons are willing of God's healing Grace, and their 


Repentance does conſiſt of that Willingneſs. 
We ſhall find that the Holy Scriptures do ſer forth 


| Mens Wickedneſs to be, not only their refuſing God's 
| Law to rule them; bur alſo their refuſing Gods Grace 
| turn and change them. And moſt certain it is, that 
| that Man is an impenitent Wretch, who will not him- 
elf turn from Sin, and is not willing God ſhould turn 
| kim; or, who is not willing, and will not be made 


willing to turn from Sin to God. That this is the Caſe 
ofimpenirent Sinners, ſec theſe Places: Jeb 21. 14. We 
defere not the knowledge of thy Ways, Theſe are the Words 


ck impenitent Perſons. Seeing Words of Knowledge 


in the Scriptures do imply Affection and Obedience, as 
the Knowledge of God ſignifies fo to know him, as to 


were unwilling to be taught ſo to know God's Ways, 
2 to love and walk in them, F/ l. 8 1. 10, 11. Open thy 
Mouth wile, and I will fil it. But my Feople au not 
bezrken to my Voice, and Iſrael wud e, of me : chat is, 


| God offer d them as much of his ſanctity ing Grace as 
they needed, if they would have it, but they would 
have none of it. Prov. 1. 23. Bc'!:! zii pour out my. 
3 M7179 ja; namely, to turn and change your | 


Hearts, and ſubdus your Sins: A mott gracious Offer! 


P AA BY 7 » 79 7 : * 
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al my Corn/el, and won”?! none © i, Reorecf, Ver. 29. 


They bated Knowledge, ard did ni conſe the Hur ofthe Lords 


Ver. 30. They would ac 0 ms Crin'e!, thy deſpiſed all 


wy Reproof. IIere are ſeveral } xprelhions to ſignify 


their great Unwillingneſs that Gul ſhould reach them 
15 1 A * cheir 


red, or, they will not be made willing of their - 
will not be made unwilling of Sin. Seeing the Na- 


mg 
Ro 


— 


| 


| 
| 
f 
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Ie Natare of Repent ance. 
ſtmeir Duty, and incline their Hearts to it, and turn them 
© - from their Sins. They did not only not fear God, but 


Illing to be made to fear God. They refuſed, ſet at 
nought, would have none of, but hated all that God 

aid and offer'd to them. Matt. 22. 3, 5. And they 
would not come. Tiey made light of it. In that Parable 
Chriſt and his Fulneſs is ſet forth, whereof his ſancti- 
fying Grace is a chief Part; and an offer of all is made 
to needy Sinners; but many that have the Offer, will 


Children together as a Hen her Chickens, and they 


would not. Wicked Men are ſet forth in the Scrip- 
turesto be Haters of God; yea, to be atenmity againſt 


God. Which Expreſſions ſhew the height of their Un- 


Prophets and Miniſters God has ſent to reclaim Men 
from their Sins, does ſhew that they be not willing to 
be ſaved from their Sins, and to be made holy. 
2. Penitent Perſons have expreſſed their Repentance 
Defires and Willingne(s to be made willing of, and able fot 
their Duty, and unwilling of Sin. We find in the Holy 
Scriptures , that God's ſincere Peopie have pray'd for 


is, make me willing and abie to keep thy holy Laws. 


make my Will willing to kezp them, and unwilling to 


ile me, end I ſhall be :4:11d, Thi; turning is aturning 


oy 


did not chuſe the Fear of God: They were not 


have none of it; that is, they be unwilling Chriſt 
ſhould ſave them from their Sins, and make them holy. 
Chriſt would many a time have gather'd Feruſalems 


willingneſs to be made like God in Holineſs. The vio- 
lent Oppoſition that has been made againſt the faithful 


by their 


the turning of their Wills and Affection. P/al. 119. | 
35- M:ke me to go in the Path of 3115 (, omm :ndments ; that | 


| Ver. 36. Inclizve wy Hurt unto 1h; Ti ftimonies; that is, 


7 break them. Pſal. 5 1.15. Crtate in me a clean Heart; that 
5, turn my Will from the Luſt of Uncleanneſs, chat! 
may no mors luſt after Women. Aind rene a rigbt Spirit 
ui me; that is, fix my Will conſtantly upon my Duty, 

that I may be always willing gf it. Jerem. 31.18. Tum 


4 from Sin, becauſe upon this Prayer Epbraim is owned of 


Wills, and mak: them willing cf their Duty, and unwilli 
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The Nature of Repent ance. 
« Gods dear Child, of which à Deſire to have their 


| ourward Captivicy turned is no Argument; in this 


Requeſt they beſc.ught God to turn their Hearts from 
din to himſelf, that he would make them unwillingof 


Gin and willing of Duty. Nebem. 1. 11. That Good 


Man there deſcribes himſelf, and the reſt of God's 
humbled and penitent People by this Character, that 


they did deſire to fear Goa's N-:e ; that is, they were 


willing God ſhould change their Heart,, their Aﬀe- 


| &ions, and make them able to fear him. Pal. 86. 11. 
| Unite my Fleart to fear thy ame: that is, do thou 


engage, and fix my Heart upon thy Fear and Service, 
that I may be always willing to ſerve thee, and may 


| not revolt from thee to any taiſe Worſhip, or to the 
| Lufts and Vanities of this evil World. H/. 14. 2. Take 


ay all Tniquity, The Words are part of a penitential 
Prayer put into their Mouths by the Prophet, wherein 


| they deſire the removing the Guilt of their Sins by his 
| 833 Mercy, and the ſubduing Sin it ſelf by his 


Rifying Grace, that their Affections may be turn» 
ed, and they no longer love, but henceforth may hate 
their Sins. Luke 15. 19. Make nie os one of thy hired Ser- 


| wants. The Prodigal in this Requeſt expreſſes a chief 


part of his Repentance: In it he profeiſſes his Defire 
and Willingneſs to be God's Servant, but being ſen- 


 fbleof his Guilt and Sin, he looks upon himſelf as un- 
| worthy of ſuch Preferment, and unfit for it; and theres 
| fore he prays that God by an Ac: of Grace would receive 


him into, and by a r of Grace would fit him ior, hi 


to perſorm it. * 
3. When any be truly willing tiat Gad ſheuld turm their 


Sin, God gives them the Hol) Spirit, and Parden. 
forgives any their Sins, and gives them the Holy 


| Ghoſt for their Sanctificr, this is an undeniable Argu- 
vent that ſuch Perſons are penitent; tor God pardons... 
none but ſuch, and the Holy Ghoſt dwells in none but 


7 ; 


— 
: 
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| holy Service, that he might be willing of it, and able 


' 
i 
F 


| 
\ 


1 The Nature of Repentance, 
ſuch. But God gives Mercy and Grace to ſuch as be 
willing to have their Wills changed, as will appear 
by what follows. | 

When Ephraim had pray'd to God to turn him, to 

e or turn their Wills, as is before noted, God 
own'd him for his dear Son, and pleaſant Chill, and ſaid, 
My Bowe!s ave troubled for bim; an Argument of great 
Compaſſion : I will ſurely have Mercy upon him, Jer. 31. 
18, 20. When the Prodigal had conceived a Thought, 


a Purpoſe to return to his Father, and had a Defire to 


be made one of his hired Servants, was willing to be 
receiv'd into and fittcd for his Service, and 0 yet a 
great way off, that is, a3 yet not ſanctified, but willin 

to be ſanctified. Hu Father ſaw him, and bad Compaſ 
fon, and ran and fell on his Neck, and kiſſed him. All 


which Expreſſions are Signs of Mercy and tender Af- 


fection. And the Servants are commanded to bring forth 
the beft Robe, and put it on bim, and to put a Ring on his 


Hand, und Shoes on his Feet; whereby is meant the | 
Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit, which God gives 


to thoſe that are truly penitent, Luke i5. When E- 
phraim had ſaid, Take away all Iniquity, that is, Sin it 
ſelf by ſanctifying Grace, God's Anſwer was, I wil 
beal their Backſlidings, I will love them freely. Which 


been penitent; Prov. 1. 22. How long, ye ſimple ones 
will he love Simplicity, and the Scorners delight in their 


Turn jou at my Reproof, bebeld I will pour out my Spirit un- 


rious, and then I will give you my Holy Spirit to work 
_ Wiſdom and all Grace in you. Mart. 5. 6. Bleſſed are 
they that hung er and thirſt afier Rinbreeuſneſs, for they ſhall 
be filled: Not they that have Righteouſneſs, Holinebs, 
| arc here by Chriſt pronounced bleſſed ; bur they that 
hunger and th irſt after it; that is, they that deſire it 


N 
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God would never have ſaid of them, if they had not 


| Scorning, and Fouls hate Knowledge ? that is, they were 
ſimple and fooliſh, and they loved to be ſuch. Ver.23. 


80 you, that is, be no longer willing to retain your Fol- 6. 
ly and Scorning, be wüling to be made wiſe and ſe- | 


The Nature of Repent ance. " 
thove all things, and be willing God ſhould work it in 
hem. Which Righteouſneſs or Holineſ does conſiſt 
in the Will's being willing cf, or chuſing what is good; 
and in the Will's being unwilling of, or refuſing what 
Iz evil: And the Hunger and Thirſt after this is the 
' | Will's being willing to be changed, that it might will, 
or chuſe, what is good, and might be unwiliing of, or 
| refuſe, what is evil. They that deſire this Change in 
their Wills, have a Promile of being filled ; thar is, 
their Wills ſhall be changed, that they ſhall be able to 
| chuſe the Good, and refuſe the Evil, and ſhall not be 
| werſe from their Duty, nor luſt after evil things. 
| Upon the account of which ſuch Perſons are pro- 
| nounced Blefled, which our Lord would never have 
ſaid of them, if they had not been penitent. oy 
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CHAP. III. 15 
| Another part of Repentance u, when a Man is truly willing 
to uſe lth 2 by God for the turning bs 
Will from evil to good; becauſe God bas appointed Means 
by which be will change the Will, and he would bave ws 
wſe thoſe Means for that purpoſc. Some will not uſe ol 
thoſe Means, and they are not penitent. He that duly wſes Þ} 
all the Means to get Grace to turn his Will, is penitent. 


II. A Nother part of Repentance is, When 2 Man 2 
A truly willing to uſe all the appointed Means to get 

| Grace to turn hu Will, and mate bim willing of all Good, 
| and unwilling of all Sin. | 

I. God bas appointed man; Means by which he will wcrk 
Change in the Will, and make it willing of all Good, and 
unwilling of all Evil; and be will have us uſe all thoſe 
Means, Theſe Means are: Prayer, the Word, Sacra- 
ments, Lord's-day, watching the Heart, guardin g the 
ard Senſes, reſiſting vain Thoughts, ſtriving againſt 


7 orion within Tem ane in Diet, for- 
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10 The Nature of Repentance. 

ſaking tempting Perſons, Places and Exerciſes, and all 
I — ef in, patient bearing Reproof, and keep. 
ing good Company: . 1 
Theſe be the Means appointed by God for us to 
uſe, by which he will work Grace in the Hearts of 
thoſe that deſire to have their Wills changed; and God 
commands us to uſe theſe Means for that End. When 
Saul was become a Penitent, and was willing to be in. 
ſtructed, he was ſent to the Miniſtry of the Word, 
Act, 9.6. Paul exhorts us to let the Word of Chriſt dwell 
zn us richly, Coloſſ. 3. 16. that is, we ſhould frequently 
meditate upon it, and ſuitably apply it to our ſelves. 
We be commandad to pray always, Epheſ. 6. 18. Bap- 
tiſm is called the waſhing of Regeneration, Tit. 3. 5. be. 
cauſe it is a Means to waſh away Sin. The Lord's Sup- 
per is appointed to keep up the worthy Remembrance 
of Chriſt's Death in our Souls, and to be a Means to 
communicate the Holy Ghoſt to all worthy Receiver, 
For in that Ordinance we do all drink into one Spirit, 
x Cor. 12. 13. We muſt keep owr Hearts with all dili- 
gence, Prov. 4.23. We muſt forſake the Fooliſh and live, 
ny 9. 6. We muſt not come ncar the Door of the Har- 
let's Houſe, Prov. 5. 8. We muſt not look upon the 
Wine, Prov. 23.31. If theu crieft after Kniwled re, and 
lfte up thy Voice for Underſtanding ; that is, if thou 
prayeſt for it, and prayeſt earneſtiy : If rhou ſeeleſt ber 
8s Silver, and ſearcheſt fer ber us for bid Treaſures ; there: 
the uſing all other Means: Then ſnalt thou underſtand the 
Fear of the Lira, and find the Ka:witdge of God; there's 
the Succeſs ; Prov. 1. 2, 4, J. If we would overcome 
che Wicked One, and that ſpiritual & ickedneſs upon 
which he works in us, we muſt take the whole Armour 
of God, not 2 Picce, but all of it, Epbeſ. 6. 13. I will 
yet be en quired of by the Houle of Iſrael, to do it fort 
Ezck. 36. 37. God had before promiſed all ſanctiſy- 
ing Grace, and inthi: Verſe he ſays, thy muſt atrend 
upon the Ule of all Means for it. Rleſſad x the M 
A thei heart: me, watching daily at my Gates, Waiting at | 
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ef of my Doors, Prov. 8. 34. that is, as mean inſeri- 
aur People do wait at Great Mens Doors for Admit- 
ance, that they may have an Opportunity to ſpeak 
with them, the Doors and Gates of their Houſes being 
the moſt likely Place for that purpoſe ; ſo muſt we di- 
igently and conftantly wait upon God in the uſe of 
il means, if we would have any part in his fanctify- 
lng Grace. a 

2. Some will nct uſe all theſe Means to get their Wills 
denged, and they that will not, are not penitent. 
fay their Sin is their Burden, and they deſire above all 
things to have their Hearts changed, that they may be 
made willing of their Duty, and unwilling of Sin; 
| but they be loth to be at the trouble and pains, that 
the conſtant and impartial uſe of all the Means will 
| coſt them, and ſo do live in the groſs Neglect of ſome 
| of the Means. That ſuch Neglecters of the Means 
xe not truly penitent, appears, becauſe by the Sen- 
rence of God's Word they be under Condemnation, 
1 ſhall ſhew preſently in its place. 

All that make any Profeſſion of Religion will ſome- 
| times uſe ſome of the Means of Grace, as they think, 
for a good End, to get Grace : but they uſe 
ſome, and not all, and that ſpoils all. It a Man 
ſome of the Means of natural Life, and not all, eve- 
| ry body knows what will become of him in a lite 
ime: And many a Man's fad Experience tells hin 
what a lamentable Condition his Soul is in, becauſe 
he uſes but ſome of the Means of Grace. Some Men | 
will pray in their Cloſets, in their Families, in the | 
Aſſembiie; of God's People, yea and faſt too; a | 
thing! they will hear the Word, and read it; they 
will go to the Table of the Lord, and at ſuch times, 
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appearance build up. They will not guard and 
govern 22 Senſes, Seeing and Hearing, but 
will wantonly look and gaze uſo n beautiful Perſons ; 
they will hearken to evil corrupt unications, to 
Slanders and Backbitings : this miniſters Fuel to their 
| Heart's Luſts, and makes their Concupiſcence burn, 
their Wrath and Anger boil within them. They will 
not keep their Hearts under ſtrict Government, ſo as 
to caſt out vain ſinful Thoughts and Imaginations as 
much as they can: They will not be temperate in 
their Diet, but will eat and drink they care not how 
much nor what, tho all the while they lay in Provi- | 
fion for the Luſts of their Fleſh. | 
And how vain a thing is it in our Prayers to be- 
ſeech God to mortify our Sins, and turn our Wills a 
gainſt them, when we ordinarily regard Iniquity in 
our Hearts, by ſuffering vain, covetous, proud, un- 
clean, wrathful and revengeful Thoughts to lodge 
within us? How vain a thing is it at the Lord's Table 
to beſeech God for Chriſt's fake to grant us his holy 
Spirit to ſubdue our Sins ; when we before and after, 
at our own and other Mens Tables, feed and cheriſh 
them? In this World's Warfare Men ſtarve an Ene- | 
my by cutting off all Supplies, as well as ſtorm him: 
So muſt we deal with our Enemies in our Souls. Some 
Men will not forſake tempting Perſons and Places, 
and Occaſions of Sin, but will haunt Ale-houſes, Tx | 
verns, and glutroncus Feaſts, and keep company with 
Drunkards or great Drinkers, tho' they ſeldom come 
home ſober, and all che Evening afterward be fic for 
nothing but Sleep. GY | | 
When the Lyes and Ears are left open to look upon 
and hearken to enſnaring things, and the Heart is in- 
dulged in a Liberty freely without control, to think 
upon what is pleaſing to corrupt Nature, and the 
Man takes liberty to keep any company; theſe thing 
have a mighty Influence upon the Will to draw it forth 
mn corrupt Deares. 
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many do, and ſo pray to God to do that for you, 


und vex God's Spirit by defiling his Temple, this is the 
| Exerciſe of Grace. When a Man in Prayer freely and 
| willingly, with a holy Contempt 
| from worldly Thoughts and Cares, this is the Exerciſe 
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| Works ; u 
| does love, praiſe, and believe in God and Chriſt at 
| fuch a time, and abhor himſelf ; this is the acting of 


| the natural Power a Man has over his thinking 
| ty to caſt out impure worldly Thoughts and Imagina- - 


| this is uſing the Means of Grace : And a Man 


| therurning and changing of his Heart, tnat he may be 


The Natare of Repentance. 13 
But ſome will ſay, the things you mention as Means 
of Grace, we take to be Grace it ſelf, the very things 
we pray for. = 

To ſuch I ſay this: Take heed you do not miſtake 
the Means of Grace for Grace it ſelf, as I fear too 


which God expects that you do for your ſelves. For 
inſtance, when a Man's Heart freely and willingly, 
with loathing and abhorrence, turns from evil fin 

Imaginations, becauſe he would not by them grieve 


and Scorn, turns 


of Grace. When a Man in holy Meditacion 
and willingly thinks upon God, his Attributes and 
pon Chriſt), his Death and Fulneſs ; and 


his Grace. 
But when the Heart is forced and conſtrained by 
Facul- 


tions, which are as dear as Right Hands and Eyes ; 


do this in order to turn his Will from luſting after evil 
things. And when a Man forces himſelf even againſt 
his natural Inclination to think upon God, to medi- 
tate on his Word, and to remember Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the World to come; this is uſing the Means of Grace. 
And tho' a Man be never ſo backward and averſe 
from ſuch Meditations, yet he muſt force his unwil- 
ling Mind to meditate on theſe things, in order to 


able to fear and love God and Jeſu; Chriſt, and may 
be made willing and able to do thoſe good Duties 
that are the Fruits of Love. 


| 
| 
N 
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When a Man readily and willingly thinks upon the 
Evil of Sin, and hates it, and loaths it, and himfelf 
for it; this is the Exerciſe ci Grace: But when 2 
Man, tho? ſore againſt his Will, thinks upon the evil 
Nature and evil Effects of Sin, and forces himſelf to 
dwell upon theſe ſad and melancholy Thoughts ; this 
+ as uſing the Means of Grace: And every unhumbled 
Sinner muſt thus ſeriouſly conſider of his Ways, if he 
defire to repent of them, or have his Will turned 2 
When a Man freely and willingly avoid: evil Com- 
pany, becauſe he has no delight in them, but is vexed 
with their vain and wicked Converſation; this is the 
| Exerciſe of Grace. When a Man freely chuſes goof. 
Company, becauſe he loves them, and delights in 
cheir holy Converſation; this is the Exerciſe of Grace. 
But when a Man, contrary to the Inclination of his 
Heart, forces himſelf from bad Company, with whole 
vain Converſation he has been, and would be now, 
greatly delighted; and when a Man againſt the Incli- 
nation of his Soul, conſtrains himſelf to go into the 
Ccmpany of good Men, whoſe religious Exerciſes are 
irkſom and a burden to him; this is a Means of Grace. 
And he that would;be changed, and of a wicked Man 
be made a Man, muſt forſake the Company of 
the Wicked, and chuſe good Men for his Companions; 
even as that Man, that would live, and not die of the 
Plague, muſt keep company with found Perſons, and 
avoid all infected Perſons and Place. 

Baut to return from this Digreſſion: That that Man, 
{ who know: all God's appointed Me2as of Grace, and 
chat it is his Duty to uſe them, that he may obtain 
Grace of God for the turning of his Will, and will 

not uſe them all, is not a true Penitcnt ; I now 

ceed to prove. I do not ſpeak of thoſe, that know | 
not the Means of Grace, or their Duty with reſpect 
to them; for their great Ignorance alters their Caſe 
very much; nor of thoſe who being under the tay 
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of Error, through an Exceſs of Humiliation, think 
they may not pray, nor take God's Covenant into 
their Mouths or Hearts, nor receive the Lord's Sup. 
| per, nor come near God's People; but with the Pub- 

— ſtand afar off, with the Lepers of old, as unſit for 
| Civil or Religious Society: But I ſpeak of thoſe Per- 
ſons who have Knowledge, and know their Duty in 
this caſe, and againſt their Light and Knowledge live 
in the groſs Neglect of ſome of the Means. For as it 
| is not the bare Neglect of the Sacraments, but the 
Contempt of them, that is damning ; ſo it is not the 
bare Neglect, or Omiſſion, but the Contempt of ſome 
of the Means of Grace, that does ruin and undo Mens 
| Souls : And all that are inſtructed in their Duty in 
| theſe, and have ſound Knowledge, and negle& any 
| of them, are guilty of this Contempt. N 
Now then, that ſuch wilful Neglecters of the 
Means of Grace, or any of them, are not penitent, I 
offer theſe Scriptures to prove. Prov. 21.25. The De- 
fire of the Slothful killeth him, for bis Hands refuſe to la- 
bar. A flothful Man, who will take no Pains , or 
| not Pains enough, which is all one with no Pains (for 
% good never a whit as never the better) may have 
| good Deſires, and periſh notwithſtanding thoſe De- 
fires. This is true in Temporals and Spirituals. If a 
Man has a Family, and wiſhes his Wif and Chhil- 
den well, and prays to God for his daily Bread for 

himſelf and them, and is willing God ſhould in his 
| Providence provide for them, but will not take pains 
in ſome honeſt Calling for a Livelihood; that Man, 
| notwithſtanding his good Prayers, may want Neceſ- 
aries for himſelf and all his Family. And if a Man 
| has ſome Senſe of his ſpiritual Infirmities and Wants, 
and defires and prays that God would give him Grace, 
| and ſubdue his Sins, but will not take pain: in the uſe 
| of all the Means of Grace, he will go graceleſs: Yea, 
the ſlothful Man's Deſires are ſaid to kill him. How: 
Becauſe God having ſaid, that he hears theDeſires of the | 
wane humble, 


T > XS 


KA r EE? Rac RB BPOOaTOMPHUYPDASRmT 


1e Vature c Repent ante, 


humble, 2nd that he hcars the Prayers of his People ; 
and he experiencing good Deſires in his Soul, and 
knowing that he hath cler'd up theſe Deſires to God 
in Praycr, does reſt here, and uſeth not other Means, 


Promiſe to him, in anſwering his Prayers, and in fa. 
tisſying his Deſires, which God will never do, becauſe 
he neglects other Means, and ſo at lait he dies in his 
Sin, and periſhes ior ever: Such a Man is not truly 
penitent, tho he has good Deſires in kim. Prov. 13. 4, 


The Soul of the Sluggard difircth, and bait nuthing, K 


Sluggard, who will not uſe all the Means, may deſire 


Grace, but none he ſhall have. An Argument that 
his Deſires not being accompanied with Endeavours, | 


are not the Deſires of a penitent Sinner. For true 
Penitent ſhall have what they deſire and ask of God. 
Prov. 28. 9. He that turneth cay bis Ear jrom bearin 
the Lazy, even bz Prayer ſhall he abomination. It is _ 
fible that a Man that will not endure the plain Preach- 


ing and faichſul Application of the Word, and conſe- 
quently will not ule this Means of Grace, may pray to 


God; and whatever he prays for, whether Mercy or 
Grace, or both; hi: Prayer ſhall not only not be 


heard, but be had in Abomination by the Lord: An 


undeniable Argument that ſuch a Man is no Penitent. 


And O. how many Profciſors be there, ay and Com- 


municants too, that be ſo impatient of Reproof, chat 
a Man were cven az gocd rake a car by the Tooth, 
as tell them plainly of their Miſ carriage: Such Mens 
ſnarling at and renting of thoſe that ſet holy things 
before them, do move anfallibly ſnew what manner of 
Perſons ey be, Nan ail their Prayers do. Like 13. 
24. Striœ enα uit tne [tram Gate; ſor man), J ſa 
wnito j'4, 2! t eater 77, ond Hall nat be able; that 


is, Strive vii all your Might, in the uſe of all the 


Means Cod tvs ↄppcinted, to get Grace: for ſome 


Will ck alter ſome {cri, in the uſe of ſome Mears, 


but ſnall not attain to it: An Argument that their Deo) 


and expects and waits for God's Performance of his 
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| fires and Prayers, becauſe lazy, do not 
| be penitent. And therefore at laſt ſuch will be dealt 


N 
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e them to 


with, as wicked and ſlothful Servants. 

g: He that duly uſes all the Means of Grace, by them to 
get Grace to change bu Will, that he may be willing of, 
and able for his Duty, and unwilling of Sin, ſo far truly 
penitent : that is, he that ordinarily prays to God for 
it, and that in the chief place, asking it of God be- 
fore all other things; he that patiently hears, reads, 
meditates upon the Word; he that keeps holy the 
Lords Day, and as he ſees his Way clear comes to the 
Lord's Table; he that watche; his Heart, reſiſts vain 
and ſinful Thoughts, and ſuffers them not to lodge 


| within him; he chat is temperate in hi Diet, forſakes 


Temptations and Occaſions of Sin; he that governs + 


| hisourward Senſes, and turns them away from Vanity 


and Sin; he that takes Reproof, and accompanies 


| with God's People:; that Man, I ſay, that is willing 
to be ſanctified, and uſes all theſe Means for his San- 
| &hcarion, is fo far a true Penitent. 


Ard he that tru- 
y deſires this Grace before all ter things, that he 
might be made wiiling of, and abi: for all Good, and 
mwilling of all Sin, will uf: all rhcte Means to get 
i. We have a Saying, Hunger will break through Stones 


walls, If a Man does hunger and thirſt after Righ- 
eouſneſs, Holineſs, the Change of ht: Will, he will 


tick at no Pains, be afraid oi no Difficulty. Ir a Man 
repents of his Sin, ſo as to deſire above all things its 
Mortification, he will uſe all thoſe Mean; that are 
er to effect it. Gen. 6. 6. Aud it repcuted the Lord 
that be had made Man on the Ear: h): that is, God was 
not willing that that Race of Mankind thould live any 
longer on the Earth, but that they ſhould be deſtroy'd; 
and for that end he prepar'd and lent a Flood. God's 
ung proper Means to deſtroy Man, is an Argument 
that he was truly willing and reſolved to deſtroy them, 
and conſequently that he repented of making Man. 
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18 The Natare of Repent ance. 
be rooted out of his Nature, and will uſe all fit and 
per Means for its Deſtruction. 
While a Man is impenitent he makes Proviſion for 
the Luſts of his Fleſh, both for their Preſervation and 
Satisfaction; but when he repents, he will make Pro- 
viſion for their Mortification : And he that makes Pro- 
viſion for Sin's Mortification, has in God's account 
mortified them, even as Abraham is {aid to have ſacri- 
ficed his Son, becauſe he was willing of it, and made 
Proviſion for it, and went about it. This is the Mean- 
ing of thoſe Scriptures, wherein we are commanded 
to circumciſe our Hearts, te waſh our Hearts from Wicked- 
meſs, to make us new Hearts, and to mortify our Member; 
that are upon the Earth ; namely, that we be willing of 
theſe things, and uſe the likely and appointed Means 
to effe& them. 
We ſhall find in the Holy Scriptures, that ſincere 
Penitents have uſed the Means of Grace to get Grace. 
Pſal. 119. 10. With my whole Heart I have ſought ther. 
There David uſed Prayer. Ver. 11. Thy Word bawe 1 
bid in my Heart, that I might not ſin againſt thee, He 
medi:ated on God's Word, rhat*ſo he migat be kept 
from Sin. Ver. 55. 7 have remembred thy Name in tit 
Night, and Gave kept thy Law, David uſed to meditate 
on the Nature and Attributes of God, to bring his 
backward Heart to his Duty. Ver. 59. I thought u 
my lia, end turned my Feet unto thy Teſtimonies, Du. i 
vid examined and conſidered his Ways, the Evil and 
Danger of chem, that he might be willing to forſake 
his Sins, and turn to his Duty. Ver. 63. I am a Com 
panion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy] 
Precepts. Ver. 115. Depart from me, ye Evil-diers ; fu III. 
I will keep the Ccmmandments of my God. David forlook 
bad Company, and choſe good Companions, that bel is þ 
might the better keep himſelf from Sin, and bring] Bj: 
himſelf ro his Duty. Ver. 101. I have refrained mil pare 
Feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy Word nal 
David avoided all Temptations to, and Occafions iGo, 
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| ſhall dwell with God in Peace is deſcribed to be one 


| x laſt. 
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| Sin, that he might have nothing to hinder him in the 


courſe of his Obedience; Pſal. 101. 3. I will ſet no 


wicked thing before mine Eyes, neither thoſe of the Bo- 


dy nor of the Mind. Like Fob, he made a Covenant 
with his Eyes and Thoughts, that he would not think 
nor look upon enſnaring Objects. The Man that 


that ſhutteth his Eyes from ſceing of Evil, that is, will 
look upon no Perion or thing that may be a means to 
provoke evil Thoughts and Deſires in him: And that 
foppeth bis Ears from hearing Blood, IIa. 33. 15. That 


IT. 


| s, will not hearken to bad Counſel, thar would per- 
| fwade him to do an unjuſt thing. Paul kept under 


his Body by Temperance and Abſtinence, left he 


| fhould not be ſincere in his Repentance, and ſo miſs 


the Mortification of his Sin, and be a Caſt-away 


— 


2 2 


„ IF. 
Another part of Repcntance is, when a Man in deſiring a 


Change in b Will aims at the Honour and Enjoyment of 


God. A Man may be forced througb the fear of Hell 
to be willing of a Change in bs Will, aud to uſe the 
means for it, and be no true Penitent. A true Penitent 
is moved to deſire a Change ia his Will, and to uſe the 
means for it, bythe Fear and Le of God beth. He 
that deſires and end:avours this Change from Fear and 
Love both is a Penitent. 


III. Nother, and the finiſhing part of Repen- 


4 tance i;, % A Mun in deſeriug 4 Change 


N bie Mill, aims chieſiy at the Iionour of God, and at the 
p Enjoyment of God. A true Penitent is wiliing to be 


parted from his Sin, and that God's Spirit ſhould 


Mere that Separation, and he is willing to wait upon 


nod in all his Ways to receive the Holy Ghoſt for 


B 3 that 
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that end and purpoſe, and all this chiefly for this end, 
that he might return to God in Duty, and God might 
return to him in Mercy and Love. A Penitent judges 
this to be the chief End of his Being, that he might 
honour God by Obedience; and this the chief Happi- 
neſs of his Soul, that he might enjoy God as his Por- 
tion. H. judges God's loving Rindneſ better than 
Life it ff with all i:s Comforts. 
I. v Naan mau, be forced 0 b; the fear of Hell to be 
willias that ha Will ve changed, and tou all the means 
for th:t, and be no Penitent. Many Perſons through the 
conſtraint of their Conſciences, wakened by ſome 
rouſing Sermon, or by the Thoughts and Fears of ap- 
proaching Death upon a ſick Bed, may be willing to 
be ſaved from their Sins, and to uſc any means for it 
rather than be damned to Hell. But this is no true 
Repentanga, thers is no Love to God in it, no ReſpeR 
to his Giory, no Aim at the Enjoyment of God; 
Love. Such 1:2 the Necgſſity of Holineſs, becauſe 
without it no Mun can befaved ; but they do not fee 
the Bzauty and Exceiicncy of Holineſs, as that which 
makes a Man like God, and fits him for the Enjoy- 
ment of God. Such fee tue ircadiul Effects and 
Fruits of in, bu: not its evil Nature. There is no 
Hatred cf Sn in it, only Sei-preſcrvation from eter- 
nal Tormetits is dsuürcd. If ſucn could any other 
way cſcepethe Damnation ef Heil, they would keep 
their Sins ſtill and refuic 11511), As a Man in 
Storm at Seu 157675 hi; rich Goods ver board, not 
ectuic he 14:25 them, but becauſe the Ship bei 
over-oaed, is in danger ui ſinking, and fo cant 
ker (Noh 4nd Life vo, So miny a Min in a fright 
proteſts a t is $375, and renounces them, a2 
P7445 to be 199d £7401 tem, and will refuse no Pains 
nec ori Chan e; but all this is only to ſervefhn: 
u turn: Wen he ming che Danger is over, his Re 
pentance „hotes, ad his Heart returns to his S 
«again, Or as 2 Dog chat hath over-gorg'd himiel 
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| of Sin : 
| chem for what they have done; t 
| Wills were never weary of their Sins. 


| ing Repentanco daft ir up; but wie 


| Repentance i is not right; Prov. 1. 26, 2 
| laugh at your Cal ait 11 wil! mock when ,t Fear cometh, 
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with Carrion vomit: it up, not becauſe he does not 


| love it, but becauſe it makes him ſick; and when the 


fick fit is over, he licks it up again. 'Tis a Soripture- 
compariſon. In like manner, tome Men have taken a 
ſurfeit of Sin, more than chair Coniciencys can well 
bear, and are therefore Conscience, not Hart- ſicł 
Their Conſciences accuſ: an! condemn 
their Hearts, their 
Therefore 
ſomething muſt be done to quicr Conſciance, and 
Conſcience being ſick of Sin, hoy" mut by a ſcem- 
the ſick fi, the 
_ is over, they with the Dog return to cacir Vo- 
mit again. All the Prayers and Vows of ſuch Men 

being extorted from them only by the tear of Puniſh- 
ment, are rejected by God. An Argument that their 
7, 28. 1 :!/o will 


when your Fear cometh as Drſoletion, and your Deſtrici ion as 


Whirlwind, win Diſtreſe and Angui e bin you 5 


| raft they ese me, but WJ. 1 wot ene 22 5 274 fk 


SD 4 wed 


— on Ay 5 fo of F Pun lhe 2Nt : moved chan 
wpray. In the words of the Text there is mation 
made Of approaching Judgments, and nr fearful 
Exp2Ct ation of God's fiery In lignation that will de- 
froy them, God's Adverfaric , as the oniy Cauſes of 


uviſn ears were ratled, 2nd Cgubt'eis they were wil- 


Weir Sius, and ſeemingly cur off right Hands, and 


ling to be ſared trom the Wrath to come, and as 


ether Man in the fame caſe, wile they were in this 
Conſternation, racy pro oteſted againſt and rænounced 


B 4 lacked, 


* pplic atio „s; V. 33. 14. 79: Sinner in Lion are 
6570 3 50 (1977! 0A, 15 FI 1 who 
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plucked out their right Eyes, and caſt them from them, 

rather than their Bodies and Souls ſhould be caft in- 
to Hell. But notwithſtanding all this ſeeming Re- | - 
pentance, they being acted only by a laviſh Fear of 
| God, God calls them Sinners and Hypocrites. An un- 
deniable Argument that they were not penitent. 7b 
27. 8, 9, 10.: What is the bope of the Hypocrite, tho be 
bath gained, when Ged taketh away has Soul ? Will God 
bear bis Cry when Trouble cometh upon bim? Will be de. | 
light himſelf in the Almighty ? Will be always call upon 
God? A Man that is ſinking in deep Waters, to fave | 

himſelf from drowning, will catch hold of any thing, 

two edged Sword, the ſharpeſt Briars and Thorns ; he 
will not be afraid of ſcratching, pricking or cutting his 
Hands, fo he can but ſave his Liſe. A Hypocrite, when 
God is taking away his Soul, when Trouble is coming 
upon him, when the Pains and Fears of Hell get ho 
ofhim ; then, rather than he will ſink and periſh quite, 
he will take hold of any thing; Holy Men ſhall be ſent 
for, yca Holineſs it ſelf, which a little before was as 2 
Briar or Thorn in his Fleſh, ſhall be welcome; God 
ſhall be called upon, and that earneſtiy too, his Prayer | 
will be a Cry; when all the while he has no Defigit 
in God, nor in his Service, nor in his Holy Image, 
vet he had rather have theſe than worſe things, the 
Flames of Hell. But notwithſtanding all this, the 
Man is as far from Repentance, as he is from Sincert | 
ty : He is a Hypocrite, and therefore impenitent. 
2. A true Penitent is moved to deſire and endeavour th 
Change of his Heart, his Will, by the Fear of God, and by 
the Lex e of God, And he that deſires and endeavours thi 
Change from the Fear and Love of Ged both, is a true Pe- 
tent. Ile that truly repents forſakes his Sin, a 
Chooſes Hclinefs for fear of Hell, and this fear of Hel 
is uſually the firſt thing that moves; and is the fir 
thing that is perceived by the Penitent in himſelf. Yet 
this fear of Hell is not the only thing that prevaib 
with him to part with his Sin; but alſo the love 
ge | : 2 |; H q ir * 
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4 The Natare of Repentance. 23 
'F Holineſs and the hatred of Sin; the love of pleaſing 
and honouring God, and the hopes of enjoying for 
ever in Heaven that Happineſs that is to be had in 
God's Love; the Hatred and Abhorrence of diſpleaſing 
and diſhonouring God ; and the Dread of being 
caſt away from God's bleſſed and glorious Preſence. 
All theſe things concur and work together to make 
a Penitent willing to have all his Sins ſubdued. A K 
penitent Perſon looks upon Hell as a place of Sin and 
Miſery, where God is diſhonoured and blaſphemed 
in the higheſt degrees by his Enemies, and where God 
is fully avenged on his Enemies: And he dreads Hell 
upon both accounts. A Penitent, when under any 
great bodily Pains, is ſore afraid left his great Suffer- 
ings ſhould cauſe him to think or ſpeak evil of God. 
A penitent Perſon looks upon Heaven as a p 
of Holineſs and Happineſs, where God is honour'd 
and enjoy'd, and he loves Heaven upon both ac- 
counts. And the ſharpeſt Affliction is moſt welcome 
to him, when he experiences this as the Fruit of it, 
that he has afterward more of God's quickning and 
comforting Preſence. If there were no Hell to pu- 
niſh him, ſuch a Man would be not a Sinner, but a 
Holy Man: And that for God's ſake, who is pleaſed 
with and honoured by Holineſs, but is diſpicaſed 
with and diſhonoured by Sin. As a Man, who is of an 
ill Temper, who yet loves his Wife, Children, Ser- 
rants and Neighbours, would be not ſo froward, im- 
patient and contentious as he is ſometimes, if he 
could help it ; and that nor only for Fear of the Law, 
that will puniſh him, if in his Paſſion he be guilty of 
any notable Exceſs ; but alſo for the Hatred of theſe 
_ evil Qualities, and for the Love of Meekneſs Patience 
and Contentment ; and, for the quiet, comfortable and 
peaceable being of all about him, that live with him 
or near him: So a Man, that has a Heart full of cor- 
rupt Luſts and Paſſions, and void of all Good, but is 
penitent, would be not ſo wicked as he is; and that 
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| by Fear an! Lors both, to turn from Sin to God. God, 
his Law, is holy Service, his holy Image, hi; Favour . 


24 The Natare of Repent ance, 


for that) bur alſo for the Hatred of Sin which diſho. 
nours God's Name, and crucified God's Son, and 


whom he would diſpicaſe and diſhonour no more, 


Holineſs, in which he ſce, « great Exceiiency ; and 


neſs and honoured by it ; and whom for the future 


| he would always honour and pleaic. Paul ſays, 


1 Tim. 1.9. That the Lam ist net made for à righteous 
Man, but for ſuch abominable Sinners as he there 


mentions : Thar i, the Law conſidered in its prohibi- 
tive Stile, forbiddiag the groſs Act; of the worſt of 
Sins; and in its Sanction the terrible Threatnings an- 
nexed to it ; is not ſuited to the Nature and Diſpoſition 


of a good Man, who is not kept from Sin on 

the Prohibitions and Threats of the Law ; but alſo by 
the Power of holy Love, which effectually draws him 
from Sin to Obedience. He loves a godly, juſt, tem- 


would be not ungodly, nor unjuſt, nor intemperate, 
nor unclean, nor unpeaceable, becauſe theſe Sins are 
contrary to che Graces which he loves. And a true 


one himſelf: And he fees ſo much Baſeneſs and Vile- 
nels in himſelf 2; unholy and unrightcous, that he 
would not tor ail the World continue in that eſtate. 
David lays, Pſal. 119. 20. Ay Fleſh trembletb for fear 
of thor, and I aa afraid of thy Judgments, And in 
many places he mentions his Love*to God, and to 
God's Law, and Service and People ; and his Hatred 
of Sin a Sinners. A plain Proof that he was moved 


not only for Fear of God's Puniſhment (tho? ſomething 


vexes his holy Spirit. And alſo for the Love of God, 


And he would be a Holy Man, not only for the Love 
of Happincſs, which can't be bad without Holineſs 
cho fomertiiag for that) but a % ior the Love of 


alſo for the Love of God, uo is picated with Holi- 
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perate, chaſte and peaceable Life; and therefore he 


Penitent ſces ſa great an Excellency in ſuch a righte- | 
cuz good Neighbour, that he is willing to be ſuch an 
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| alſo won and drawn by Love. 


| s he did Giſlike, 
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and Love, were the Objects of David's free Choice, 


| to which his Soul did cleave in hearty Affection. He 


was not driven only by Frights and Fears, but he was 
This Spirit was not 
peculiar to David, as an extraordinary holy Man; 


| but as a perfect Chiid, when firſt born, has all the 


Parts of a grown Man in him, ſo every one that is 
truly born again, and become a true Penitent, has all 
the eſſential Parts cf a grown Chriſtian, of which the 
Fear and the Love of God are two principal conſti- 


 wting Parts. 


The Repentance P:::! preached, Ab, 20. 21. was 4 
Repent ænce towards C d, that is, a Repentance acted for 
God s ſoke; that Men ſhouid forſake their Sins for 
God's ſake, that God might have that Glory and 


| Praiſe which Sin has rob'd him of; and for God's 
| fake, thac Men may enjoy God's Love, which Sin had 


deprived them of; 1 Rs 14. 13. jab had ſome 
good thing in Him towards te Lord Gud Ha That 
and was un'yiiiing of the Sins of 
the Times and Place in which he. ived. This was the 
rod thing that was in vim. And this Gus g the 
Lord God of Tirci! That is, it was a Reipect far God 
that made him out of love with Sin, becauſe God 
ras diſpicaſed and diſnonour d thereby. 


Now then to ſumm up what has been ſaid: That 


Man, who ſees the ci. Nature of Sin, it is gainſt 


| God's Honour and Ciory, en] the common Good of. 


Mankind; and fees allo ime evil Fruits of Sia, 2s It ex- 
poles him a Sinner to the Wrati and Curie of God in 
this Life, and in that 1G com and from both theſe 
Confideracions is witli to have Sinrooted out of his 
Nature. and is re give to ie ali the means appointed 
by God for its Mortification ; that by it he may be no 


er hindred from ſerviag and honouring God, and 
tom doing Good to his Neighbour, and for it may be 


zod, d longer ia danger of eteraai Damnation; that Man 
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ar ſees the excellent and glorious Nature of Hol 
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neſs, 
Honour and Glory of God, and for the publick Good 
of all People; and knows what are the bleſſed Fruits 
of Holineſs, the Sight and Enjoyment of God; and 
from both theſe Conſiderations is willing to be chan- 
ged, and to be made holy, and is reſolved to uſe all 
the Means appointed by God to obtain that Change 
of his Will, that he may be willing and able for the 


and Glory ; and that he may be willing and able for 
the future, to do all good Offices to his Fellow-Crea- 


tures, for their Good and Well-being ; and that he 


may have the Love of God for his Portion; that Man, 
I ay, is a true Penitent. 


CHAP. V. 


Adam's Loſs by bis Sin. Cbriſpos Sati faction, and Me 


rits. What Imputation u. 


H E. Queſtion to be ſpoken unto is, 
What 1 Saving Faith in its loweſt Degree? 


miſerable Creature, unable to help himſelf by his own 


Righteouſneſs and Strength : And that Jeſus Chriſt is | 


the only Saviour of fallen Man, and that as ſuch he 
a Prophet, Prieſt, and King; whoſe Office it is tw 
teach Men by his Word and Spirit the Saving Know- 
ledge of God; and to make and keep Mens Peace 
with God, by the Merits of his Death, and the Efhica- 
cy of his Intzrceflion ; and by hi; Power and Autho- 
rity to give Men the Holy Ghoſt, who by his Grace 
will ſave them from the Power and Being of Sin. And 
therefore 1 ſha!l not enter upon a large and parriculat 
Opening of theſe things; only I will in a few Word 
ſhew, that, 

I. Ada 


= it is 2 Beam of the Divine Nature, for the | 


future to do the whole Will of God, for his Honour 


Many have ſhewn that Man by the Fall is a ſinful 
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1. Adam by bis Sin loſt for bimſelf and Poſterity the Ser- 


vice of God, the Holy Ghoſt the Fountain of Holineſs, and 


the Love of God : And every Man by his own perſonal Sins 
bas made a farther Forfeiture of theſe things. When Adam 
was firſt made, he was God's Servant, quickned by 
God's Spirit to all moral Good, and comforted with 
the free Manifeſtation of God's Love. Ha wasthreat- 

ned with Dcath in caſe he did fin. He did fin, and in 
the Day he ſin'd, he dy'd; that is, among other 
things, he was depriv'd in his Soul of all thoſe ſpiri- 


wal Bleſſings God had beſtowed upon him. He was 
| rurned out of Gods Service, forſaken by the Holy 
| Ghoſt, 2nd deny'd tne Enjoyment of God's Love : 
| Spiritual Death 5 


Seeing Adam was made an active Being, and was 
alt Ott by God, and forſaken by his Guide and Life 
the Ho!y Ghoſt ; it neceſſarily follows that he turn to 


| the Creature, and love and ſerve that as he ſhould 


have loved and ſerved his Creator and Benefactor. 
Seeing God does viſit t::e Iniquiries of the Fathers 
upon the Children, therefore ali Adam's Poſterity are 


| under the ſame Condemnation with their Father 4. 


lam : that is, by Nature, or as deſcended from Adam, 


| al Mankind are without God in the World, out of his 


derrice, deſtitute of the Hoy Ghoſt, and have no 
part in God's Love. It is certain from the Holy Scrip- 
tres, that God does viſit the Sins of more immediate 


s | Parents upon their Children, in temporal and ſpiri- 


wal Judgments, as is to be ſcen in the Poſterity of the 
mbelieving Jews, winch Poſtærity, for their Parents 


| murdering the Lord of Glory, have the Kingdom 


and Spirit of God taken from them, as well as their 
Land. If fo, why ſhould it be deny d, that God did 
| thus by Sentence viſit Adam's Sin upon the whole 
World, and had alſo by Execution viſited it too upon 


{all Fleſh for ever, had not Chriſt's Death interven d? 


If 2 Subject by his Treaſon againſt his earthly Sove- 
eign, forfcits for himſelf and Heirs, his Eſtate and 
| * 


28 The Natare of Faith. y 
Honour formerly confer'd upon him by his Prince; 
then Adam might and did, by rebelling againſt his 
Maker, forfeir for himſelf and his Poſterity all ſpiritual 
| Favours and Bleſſiugs before beſtow'd upon him by his 
{- bountiful Lord. | 
| And every Man by his own perſona! Sins has de- 
| ſery'd to be turned out of God's Service, and to be for. 
| faketn by the Holy Ghoſt, and to loſe God's Love and 
Favour, and ſuffer God's Wrath in Body and Soul for 
ever. And every Man for Adam's Sin, and for his o 
Sin, does ſuffer theſe Plagues in ſome meaſure in this 
Life, tiil it pleaſes God in his rich and free Grace to 
make a difference. 
God's thus caſting off all Mankind, and forſaking 
them for their Sin, was neceſſary for the vindicating 
his Holineſs and Juſtice. For how would it have ap- 
peared to thoſe innumerable Myriads of holy Angels 
above, that God is holy, and loves Holineſs, and hates 
Wickedneſs, and will puniſh the Guilty; if rebellious 
Man had continucd in God's Favour and Service, un- 
der the quickening Influence of the Holy Spirit, , 
much as thoſe loyal Subjects the holy Angel, that ne- 
ver ſinn d? But now in Man's Puniſhment all the 
Heavenly Hoſts ſee, that God really hates Sin, and 
will not let the Guilty go free. 
And it is neceſſary, by way of Retaliation, Com- 
enſation, or Requital, that Man ſhould ſuffer all this 
for his Sin. He that has deſpiſcd God's Service, fo 
high, honourable and profitable an Employment, cant 
in Juſtice be puniſhed with leſs than the Loſs of God's 
Service. He that has by Sin gricved Gods Spirit,! 
can't receive his due Reward, unicls the Holy Spirit] fl 
depart from him. He that prefers any thing before 
the Love of God, would be puniſhed leſs than his Sin 
deſerves, if God did not hide his Face from him. He 
chat does what he can in oppoſing by Sin God's Being I Chri 
and all his Attributes and his Dominion, muſt ſuffer 
What Wrath he can as a Creature bear, and God cal 


The Nature of Faith. 29 


infſict. And ſeeing no Term of Time will ſuffice for 


this, therefore Man ought to ſuffer all this for ever. 


| - Man being forſaken by the Holy Ghoſt, his Know- 
| ledge of, and Love to Goodneſs ceaſes, as neceflaril 
| as Li 


ght and Hear leave the Air when the Sun ſets: 
And then Man can no more raiſe himſelf to a holy Life, 


| than a Brute can raiſe it ſelf to a Life of Reaſon. 


[ 
1 
1 
0 


5 
\ 


| 


pic 


8 
5 
D- 
ls 
es 
Us 
m- 
%, 
ne- 
the 
and 
m- 
this 
ſo 
an t 
;ol's 
irit, 


And Man being unable to live a holy Life without Sin, 
for thi: Reaſon among, others, he can never make Sa- 


tisfaction for his Sin in fuil, ſo as to be releaſed from 


hi: Suffering, becauſe he fins ſtill as long as he con- 
tinues in Being, and ſo wiil ſtill be God s Debtor, 


| and owe him more and more dufterings: And he 
| that is in debt aircady, and runs in debt more and 
| more every minute, wiil never get out of debt. 


ef ky — , 7 2 . Fe . . 
2. Feſus Chiife uus im de Saitsf.ci ion for Maus Sim. 


What is that? Take it thus: Chriſt Rood in Man's 


| room. Uto ws a (hid 5 born, unto ris & Son is gi ven, 


Ia. 9. 6. He took not nm the Nature of the Angels, but 


| the Seed of Abraham, Heb. 2. 16. He perfectly kept 


Law. So there vas a Stop put to our runnin 
urther in debt: Cur din was charged upon him, laid 
to his Account, rechen ro him in reſpect of Obli- 
eation to Puniſhment, an one as if he himſelf had 
committed it. Aud tie Lord hath laid on him the Iniquity 


| of us all, Iſa. 5 3. 6. He ſuffered for our Sins, as the 
| meritorious Cauſe of his Sufferings; for us, che 


Perſons in whoſe room and {16ad he ſuffer d. Chris 
died for our Sins, 1 Cor. 15. 3. Ibis is my Body which 
is broken ſer you, 1 Cor. 11. 24. Chriſt patiently and 
fully ſuffer d whatever it pleaſed God as a juſt Ruler to 
nfli upon him for the Breach of his Law: Which 
were the Sorrows of this Life, the u ith-holding for a 


1s din time the Manifeſtation of his Love, the pouring of his 
Hel Wrath into his Soul, and the Death of the Croſs. 


eing, 


Chriſt having ſutfer'd all this for us, for our Sin, has 


fuffelufler d as much Pain and Shame, as there was Evil 


| Cl 


jad Malignity in our Sin; fo that the one will make 


* . ire! 
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amends and compenſate for the other. For as it was 
God that was oppoſed and diſhonoured by our Sin; 
ſo it was God that ſuffer d, and was put to ſhame for 
our Sin. And as the Dignity of his Perſon, being 
God-Man, did add Value and Worth to his Sufferings, 
and made them of an infinite Merit; fo it gave him 
Strength and Might, and enabled him to ſuffer more 
of the Wrath of God than all Creatures with their 
united Strength could bear. Chriſt being God- man, 
his Suffering were equal to the Offence for which he 
ſuffer d. IIa. 53.7. He was oppreſſed, and he was 4 
flicted. Some tranſlate the Words thus: Ir was exactel, 
and he anſwer d; that is, the Puniſhment of our Sin 
was exacted, or, he was required to bear our Puniſh- 
ment, not a part of it, but all of it, as much as our 
Sin deſerv'd : And he anſwer'd ; he ſuffer'd as much 
as was due, and was requir'd. 

And Chriſt by his Sutferings for us for our Sins, hath 
fully and to all Intents and Purpoſe: manifeſted and de- 
clared God to be a Holy anda Juſt God; and hath ſtruck 
2 Terror and Dread of ſinning into all the Holy Angel, 
as much as Man's ſuffering for ever in the utmoſt R- 
gour what he hath deſerv d, would have done. Doubt- 
leſs the Holy Angels, that were Spectators of our 
Lord's Agony in the Garden, and of his Death on 
the Croſs, do and ever will retain a deep and inde- 
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lible@nſe what an evil and bitter thing it is to ſin I f 
gainſt the Lord. And this (for ought we know) mi = 


be one Means of their Confirmation. 

And God is pleaſed and contented with this Com 
penſation for Man's Sin, and with the Demonſtrarian 2d 
of his Holineſs and Juſtice in, or by Chriſt's Suffe had | 
ings, as well, or as much 2s he would have been, W,.. 
we had ſuffer'd in Body and Scul all the remporal] „T 
ſpiricual, and eternal Plague: and Wrath, we have Mg; 
Sin deſerv'd. This is the Satisfaction of Chriſt. Thi 1 
1 my beloved Sen, in whom I am well pleaſed, Mat. 3.1 
N bam God bath ſet forth to be @ Prepitiation, through Fi 5 . 


bis Blood, to declare bis Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion © 
| f Sins that are paſt, through the Forbearance of God: To 
teclare, I ſay, at this time bis Righteouſneſs, that be might © 
le juſt, and the Tuſtifier of bim that believeth in Feſus, 
Rom. 3. 25, 26. Chriſt gave his Life, bimſelf, a Ran- 
ſom for all, 1 Tim. 2. 6. Mat. 20. 28. that is, as an Ene- 
my having taken a Captive, a Priſoner, either detains 
{hm in Priſon, to pleaſe his Wrath and Revenge; or ſets 
kim to hard {laviſh Work, to gratify his Covetouſneſs, 
promoting his Gain by the Labour of his Caprive : Bur 
being offer d a certain Sum of Money for his Cap- 
tive's Liberty, and judging this to be to all Intents 
[and Purpoſes as profitable to him, as his Priſoner's 
impriſonment and Slavery would be; he accepts the 
Money for him, or takes that Money in the room 
ul ſtead of the Captive's remaining in Captivity, and 
thereupon ſets the Captive free. 

So here, Man having fin'd againſt God, he is by 

God, his offended Lord, deliver'd over to Satan, and 
| Ektunder the Power of Sin, and the Curſe of the Law, 
tat God by this Puniſhment of Man might glorify 
timſelf as an offended Majzſty. But Chriſt o — 
lnſelf to ſuffer for Man's Sin, for the ſame Ends an 
Papoſes for which Man was to ſuffer for his Sin, wiz. 
wmake amends for the Wrong Man had done God 
y his Sin, to manifeſt God's Holineſs and Juſtice , 
ad to ſecure God's Dominion and Government for 
de future, by keeping his Subjects in awe ; and God 

ing Chriſt's ſuffering for Man's Sin as ſufficientfor 
tee Ends and Purpoſes, as Man's ſuffering would 
Jare been; did accept Chrift's ſuffering in the room 
ou ad ſtead of Man's ſuffering for theſe Ends what he 
"Jad deſerv'd to ſuffer, and io ſets every Man free that 
{pts of it in God's Way. 5 
e Ula What bas Chriſt merited, or deſerved for us by bu 
* bediene to the Death ? 5 

| Chriſt hath by his Death deſerved, or merited for 
* » that we ſhould be received into God's Service 

” C Again, 
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again, upon our humble ſuing for it in his Name. 
1 Pet. 3. 18. Cbriſt alſo hath once ſuffer d for Sins, the Fuſt 
for the Unjuſt, that he might bring us to God : A 
as Run-away Servants, to be kindly receiv'd again. 
Eph. 2. 13. But now in Chriſt Jeſus, ye, who ſome times 
were far off, are made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt. You 
who were without God, out of his Service, are now 
related to God as your Maſter, and owned by him as 
his Servants. a 
And Chriſt hath by his Death merited for us, that 
the Holy Ghoſt ſhould return to us upon our humble 
and believing Praying for him. Tit. 3. 5, 6. And re 
newing of the Holy Ghoft, which be ſhed on us abundanth 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. Therefore Sin is ſaid | 
to be crucified with him, and his Blood is ſaid to 
cleanſe from all Sin; becauſe he died to procure the 
Holy Ghoſt for us, whoſe Grace mortifies and clear | 
ſes from all Sin. 885 „ 
And Chriſt hath merited for us Deliverance from 
the Damnation of Hell, and the Gift of Eternal Life. 
1 Theff. 1. 10. Jeſus which deliver'd us from the Wrath 
to come. Rom. 6. 23. But the Gift of God & Eternal Lit, 
bi through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
4. What is Imputation ? It 1s the reckoning, or ſet· 
ting down to a Man's Account, what is done or pail 
for him by another ; ſo that he ſhall have the Beneft 
of it, and for it be diſcharged from doing or paying 
ſo much himſelf in his own Perſon, as that is wont 
and was deſigned for, that was done or paid for him bis 
For inſtance, a Tradeſman in his Book of Accoum in 
ſets down what Money he lent , and what Goods be Ha 
' fold upon Truſt to his Chapman. Afterwards, as the far 
| Debtor pays his Debts by little and little, the Cred 4 6 
tor ſets down what his Debtor paid at one time and} *eeu/ 
another; and if the Debtor hath a Friend that pI 
any Money for him, or does any valuable Service f 
him, to the Creditor ; the Creditor ſets it down u Cent 
paid and done by ſuch a Man, for and to the Uſed] {ff 
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; | was paid or done for the Debtor by his Friend, is 
1 reckoned by the Creditor as paid or done 

* | Debtor's Uſe, and the Debtor ſhall have the Benefit 
„ | of it, all one as if he had paid the Money, and done 

, the Work himſelf: And ſo much ſhall be out- ſet by the 
1 
IS 


J Debtor : And when they come to reckon, 
ha 


1 Creditor: and not be exacted of the poor Debtor. 
| This is Imputation among Men. 4 
Chriſt; Righteouſneſs is imputed to us, that is, his 
x | Obedience to. the Death was deſignedly paid by him 
e | for us, in the room of what we, God's Debtors, owed 
+. | him, and ſhould have paid him, and was as ſuch ac- 
þ | cepred of God: and we ſhall have the Benefit of it, 
4 | and be diſcharged from ſuffering ſo much in our own 
to | Perſons, as Chrilt's Obedience to the Death was 
he | worth, and was deſigned and intended for, as a Pay- 
ment or Satisfaction. And that being of Worth ſuf- ! 
- ficient to content or ſatisfy God's Juſtice, for the 
om | Wrong our Sin had done; and alſo to declare God's 
ife | Holineſs, and to cauſe all that hear of it, to fear, and 
ati | do no more ſo wickedly ; God will not avenge himſelf 
ifs | upon us by caſting us away from his Preſence for ever, 
and by taking away his Holy Spirit from us for ever, 
ſe | aud by ſuffering hi: Wrath inthe utmoſt Severity to fall 
pal] upon us for ever: Neither will God gloriiy himſelf in 
nefit 
ing 
orth 


| our Eternal Deſtruction , nor ſecure his Government 
or Dominion for the future, by making us Examples 
to all that hereafter ſhall rebel. But God will glorify 
in} his Love, Free Grace, Mercy, and Almighty Power, 
uns] in bringing to that Primitive State of Holineſs and 
x| Happineſs, in which Man was at firſt created, and 
bd far greater, all of us that have Faith in Chriſt. Rom. 
WH 4 6. Bleſſed is the Man to whom the Lord imputeth Rigb- 
xd teouſneſs without Works, Gal. 3. 13, 14. Chriſt hath re- 
za deemed us from the Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe 
al for us, that the Bleſſing of Abraham Might come on the 
i Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt. Tit. 2. 14. Who gave bim- 
| ſelf for us, that be mig ht redeem us from all Iniquity, and 
i, C 2 purify 
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Chriſt was made a Curſe for us, be gave bimſelf for u: 
This ſignifies his Sufferings, he ſuffered a curſed 
Death: To redeem us from the Curſe of the Law ; that 


we might not be curſed with ſpiritual and eternal 


Curſes, as the Law did threaten. That he might redeem 
ws from all Iniquity ; that we might not be condemned 


to lie under the Power of Sin for ever. That the Blef. 


feng of Abraham might come on us; that we might be 


bleſſed with the ſame Bleſſing with which Abraham 


was bleſſed. That be might purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
People zealous of Good Works ; that we might be his Peo- 
ple in a Covenant of Grace, and quickned and ſan- 
ified by the Holy Ghoſt, ſo as to be made willing 
of and able for a holy Life. 


CHAP. VI. 


What Saving Faith is, is particularly ſhewn, and wha 
Works are necejjary to prove Faith to be true. 


HE things in the foregoing Chapter _ pre- 
| miſed; he that underſtands his ſinful milerable 
Condition, and his need of a Saviour; and does be 
lieve, being convinced by Chriſt's Miracles, or by 
{ome other good Argument, that Feſws Chriſt is the 
Son of God, and only Saviour of the World ; and 


Prieſt, and King; and does believe, what the Scrip 
tures ſay of theſe Offices of Chriſt, to be true; and 
does give his hearty Conſent, or is willing that Jelul 
_ Chriſt be his Saviour, to ſave him from Sin and Wratl 
and is willing to learn of him the Knowledge of Gt 
by the teaching ot his Word and Spirit; and is u 


pats, and be accepted of God, in the room and ftel 


Purify unto himſelf « peculiar People zealous of Good Works, 


ſo underſtands the Offices of Chriſt, as Prophet: 


ling that Chriſt's Obedience and Death for him ſhowy 
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ö The Nerare of Faith. "oP 
* | of what he a Sinner owed God, and will truſt only 

| | ia the Merits of Chriſt as the procuring Cauſe, to re- 

t | ceive from God, Mercy, Grace, and Glory; and is 
Alling to receive from Chriſt the Holy Ghoſt as his 
* | Gndtifier ; that Man, I ſay, that makes ſuch an un- 
4 derſtanding hearty Choice of Chriſt for his Saviour, 
| ves believe in Chriſt. John 1. 12. But as many as 
e received bim, to them gave be Power to become the Scns of 
| 

ar 

0- 

n- 

ng 


God, even to them that believe in bis Name. Receivi 
Chriſt, and believing in Chriſt, is the ſame thing in 
this Text. Coloſſ. 2. 6. As ye have therefore rece: ved 
Chriff Jeſus the Lord. This receiving, or accepting 
Chriſt for the Ends and Purpoſes before mentioned, is 
Faich 


Mutual Conſent conſtitutes all contracted Rela- 


| þberween Chriſt the Head, and his Body the Church, 
ul every particular Member thereof. Chriſt in his 
og | Verd hath declared his Willingneſs to be our Sa- 
wur, and as ſoon as we are willing to have him, and 
ode ſaved by him, the Match is made. My Beloved 
smine, and I am his, Cant. 2. 16. 
PIC] But ſome will ſay, ſeeing the Holy Scriptures 
abt] heak ſo much of Works, that Faith without Works is 
s be-| tad, bat Works are neceſſary to prove our Faith true? 


d #FTherefore we muſt enquire what is the loweſt Degree 

piety en that will prove our little Faith to be true 
jad 1aving. 

4 As in opening the Nature of Repentance in its low- 

degree, I ſhew d what a change it works in the 


ard Converſation, with reſpe& to Obedience to 
Laws of God; for that belongs to the Growth 
Strength of Repentance : So in opening the Na- 
ehe of che loweſt degrees of the Obedience of Faith, 
muſt ſearch the Heart, the Will, not the Life; for 


tions, as between Maſter and Servant, Man and Wife; 


r bj The preſent Enquiry is not after the Strength, but 
 WiteTruth of Faith, and that in the loweſt Degree. 


art, the Wil, not what it works in the Life and 


Man ſhould preſently look for its ſhooting forth 


= grafted into Chbriſt by Faith, any one ſhould pit 


36 The Nature of Faith. | 
with the Heart Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs, Rom. 10 
10. All the Nature, the whole of Faith, both aflene' 
and conſent, which includes Obedience, is firſt 
wrought in the Heart, and afterwards ſhews it ſelf in 
the Life, Ye have obeyed from the Heart, Rom. 6. 17. The 
Obedience of the Romans was in their Hearts firſt, 
and thence ſpread it ſelf in their Lives; therefore Ho- 
 linefs and Reformation in the Life, is an Argu 

rather of the Strength than of the Truth of Faith, 
And upon that account we muſt not examine our | 
| ſelves by that, but by what is in the Heart. 
If when a Scion or graft is Gra'ted into a Stock, a 


Branches, bearing Leaves and Fruit, as a Proof of 
its being alive, he would be too haſty, and would 
judge of the Life of the Grafr, by that which is z 
fg of Life in a grown bearing Tree. And whats 
fooliſh thing is that He muſt rather conſider whether 
the Stock and Graft be knit together by the Comm 
nication cf that lively Sap and Juice, which is the 
bond of Union between them. If that be, the Graſt 5 
alive, and hath in it virtually Branches, Leaves, Blob 
forms and Fruit, tho? at the preſent there is no 
9% rp of theſe things, any more than before it ws 
| 1 e "WM 95 , 
lo like manner, it, when a Man profeſſes to & 


ſently look for Good Works in the Life, as a Proof 
the Truth of his Faith, he would judge by that whit 
is a ſign of a grown ſtrong Faith, and not by t 
Marks of a true Faith. Such an one muſt rather & 
amine whether the Heart, the Will, be conquet 
and made to ſtoop to Chriſt, for that is the firſt N 
of Obedience paid to Chriſt after he is received, 
virtually contains in it all Obedience or Holinels 
Life, and proves the Man's Faith to be ſound 
_ faving, and him to be a living Member of 
_ New what iz chat ſubmitting of the Will to 


ge 
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A Man that il receiv'd Chriſt 2 To make uſe 


» drink, thou wouldeſt have aged of bim, and he would 
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ain of the f Similitude, when a Graft and 
Stock are ſer togerher according to Art, the firſt and 
principal thing that is done for a lively Union is this, 
the Stock gives up Sap and the Graft receives it : As 
ſoon as that is done, they are one, Incorporated to- 
gether, and the Grafc thenceforth lives by the Stock. 
do, when a Man outwardly in Profeſſion joined to 
Chriſt, willingly receives from Chriſt the Holy 
Ghoſt for his Sanctifier, Chriſt and he are one, and 


be lives by Chrift. He that z joined unto the Lord is © 
| one Spirit, x Cor. 6.17. Hereby we know that we dwell 


in bim and he in us, becauſe he bath given us, and which 
ij implied, we have received of bis Spirit. The Lan- 
guage of the Heart of an Unbcelizver, or of one that 
believes with a dead Faith is this, I will not have this 
Man, Chriſt, to reign over me, either by hi: Word or 
irit. The Language of the Heart of one that be= 
lieves with a lively Faith, is this, I will have, Ido ac 
cept of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt to rule in me. This 
contains all Obedience in it, and all Holineſs will 
ſpring from this, as all Fruits after their kind from 
their ſeveral Seeds ſown in the Earth. This accep- 
ting the Holy Ghoſt as the Gift of Chriſt, purchaled 
by his Death, that he might by his Grace ſanctiſie the 
whole Man, is the Hearts ſubmitring to Chriſt, and 


che firſt Act of Obedience paid to him, and does moſt 


certainly prove the Man's Faith to be a lively Faich, 
which he lives and ſhall live. Chriſt ſaid to the 
Woman of Samaria, Fobn 4. 10. If thou kneweſt the 
Gift of God, and who it is that [ith unto thee, Give me 


bebe given thee living Water. Fhat is, if thou hadſt 


ly Faith, thou wouldeſt have a-ked and received of 
him the Holy Ghoſt. That is the firſt Act of Obe- 7 
Gence to himſelf, Chriſt would have expected from 
ber, if ſhe had had Faith. Where the Holy Ghoſt is 
"i C4 received, 


" 


fo known the Me/ſias, as to believe in him with a live- 


che Holy 


K 


TE reckoned. He works * * 


i. A Reſoluticn now preſently to leave al Sin. True 


Goſpel Repentance and ſaving Faith are inſeparable, 
they be preach'd together, and wrought both of them 


in the ſame Perſon ; ſo that he that returns to God, re. 


turns to God by Jeſus Chriſt. Now I ſhewed before, 


CHAP. II. That a true Penitent deſires to have his | 


Will changed, that he may be made unwilling of Sin; 
and that when any one is willing to have his Wil 
turned, God gives ſuch his holy Spirit, that he might 
change his Heart. And a little before, I ſhew'd, that 
he that believes in Chriſt, obeys Chriſt in receiving 
Ghoſt from him. Now the Holy Spirit, 
when received, works this Purpoſe or Reſolution in 
the Will, preſently to leave all Sin. Not that ſuch: 
Man promiſes, in reſpect of the Event, that he ſhall 
never more commit any Sin; but that he purpols 
never more to ſin againſt God. Or, that he will ac 
live in the Practice or Commiſſion of any thing tha 
he knows to be a Sin. The inward Thought of 1 
' wicked Unbeliever, if ſome ſudden Fright does net 
force him to take up a Reſolution contrary to his {et 
tled Inclination, is to fin again when he ſhall have ax 
opportunity, Prov. 23. 35. I will ſeck it yet again. 

2. A Reſolution to learn to do well, viz. to learn d 
Chriſt in his way the Knowledge and Performance d 
our Duty: That we will ſeek from Chriſt Dire&ic 

and Aſſiſtance for all Good Works. 
3. A Reſolution, as we get Knowledge and Strength, 
do out Duty. At our firſt Covenanting with Chr 
we do not engage preſently to do every Duty, be 
cauſe that is above bur preſent Strength: But w U 
willing that the whole Will of God be done by u 
and we promite to do every Duty as Chriſt ſhall 
ns Ability; which Ability we promiſe to ſeek fre 
Chriſt in his ways, when we reſolve and promiſe u 
e earn to do well. 


a e Nature of Faith, 
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& 7: ?/al. 32. 5. I ſaid, Iwill confeſs my Tranſgreſſions unto | 


Soul as his San&ifier ; that Man, I ſay, has obey'd Je- 


us Chriſt ſo as to prove his Faith in him to be true 


and ſaving. And that Man, who, after his pretend- 
ed receiving of the Holy Ghoſt, finds a Reſolution 
wrought in his Soul, now preſently to leave all Sin, 


. well, and as he ſhall get Know- 


ge and Strength, to do every Duty ; that Man has. 


| further obey' d Chriſt : and this threefold Reſolution i in 


all Reformation in the Life, and all Holineſs towards 
God, and all Righteouſneſs towards Man, will ſpring 
and grow more and more in God's way and time: 
And is the Fruit of the Holy Ghoſt received. I will 
offer ſome things for the Proof of this, viz. that as 
ſoon as 2 Man has thus received from Chriſt the Holy 
„ and is come to a reſolution in theſe three 
1 has obey'd Chriſt ſo as to prove his Faith 
„and conſequently is juſtified in God's | 
Si , and forgiven all his Sins, tho' as yet for want 
ime and Opportunity he has done no one Good 
c ourwardly, nor actually forſaken any Sin. God 
ot ſuſpend his Judgment of a Perſons obeying 
Goſpel, Fl he has actually perform'd ſomething 
* his Vows ; but ſeeing God infallibly knows the 
Hearts of all Men, he 5 who is ſincere in his 
Purpoſe for a Holy Life, and all ſuch he preſently + 
judges to have obey'd the Goſpel cf Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the ſame minute gives them their Pardon, before they ; 
have by any outward Act given Proof of their Sinceri- 


rie 


The Nature of Faith. 


When David had conceived a ſincere purpoſe 
ſeſs his Sin, which God knew, before he had 
made his Confeflion, God forgave him his Sin. 
then to prove the Point: 

1. This is accepted by Maſters 


from their Servants at 
their firſt Covenanting. When a Lad is firſt bound 
Prentice, he does not promiſe, and his Maſter does 


hardeſt Work of the Trade he is bound to. But he 
engages preſently ro leave off his childiſh Plays and 
Vanities, and to give himſelf to his Maſter's Buſineſs, 


at his Maſter's Trade, and as his Knowledge and Abi- 


firſt Sealing the Indentures, and preſently thereupon 
he is received into his Maſter's Family, and has the 
* Privileges of his Maſter's Houſe to be protected and 
maintain d there, all one as if he could work never fo 


better Maſter to all his young Servants, than the beſt 
Maſter upon Earth is to their Apprentices. And 
therefore he will accept of that from his Servants at 
firſt, which all Men accept from their Servants. 


Promiſe of 1rcy. When God has call'd his People to 
hath been the thing that has been requir'd, I/. 1: 17, 


18.— Ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do Well. — Th your Sins 


like Crimſon, the; ſhall be as Wool, Here God requires 
that we put away our Sins, ceaſe to do Evil, reſolve 
againſt Sin; then God requires that we learn to do well, 
that we uſe the means to get Knowledge to direct us, 
and Strength to enable us tor our Duty; and then that 
we do it. Some Particulars of which God there men- 


Come unto me all je that labour and are heavy laden, and 


I will 


| the Lord, and thou forgaveſt the Iniquity of my Sin, © 

to COn- 

actuallv | 
Now 


not require him, to do preſently any, much leſs the 


and to be willing to be taught, and to learn to work 


liry comes, to work. This is what is required at the 
well. Moſt certain it is, that God in Chriſt is 3 
2. This is expreſly requir d by God, and it has the 


ntance, which includes their Faich in him, this 


be as Scarlet, they ſhall be white as Snow ; tho they be red | 


tions. And then he promiſe; Mercy. Mar. 11. 28, 29. 
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will give you Ref. Take my Toke upon you, and learn 
þ "hy ad ye ſball find reſt unto your Souls, Thoſe 
| Chriſt invites to come to him, or believe in him, 
which is all one, muſt take his Yoke upon them, caſt 
| off the Service of Sin, and accept of the Holy Law 
of God to rule them ; and if = can't keep it, they 
| muſt learn Obedience of Chriſt, and their Reſt us 
promiſed to their Souls. 
Believers were firſt called Diſciples, Scholars, Lear- 
ners, and the Twelve Apoſtles, the chief of thoſe that 
did believe, were a long time little elſe but Learners. 
| Twas very little they could do or ſuffer for Chriſt at 
firſt, tho* they were bound to do every thing, and 
fffer the worſt of Evils for their Lord's Honour, 
yet they could not follow him at firſt in his Paſſion. 
Job 13. 16. Thou canſt not follow me now. They all 
frſook him and fled, and one of them did abundant- 
worſe, he deny'd him with horrid Oaths and 
es. Bur they were all ſave one ſincerely willing 
wleave whatever offended God; and they deſired to 
be taught and learn their Duty, and they intended 
to do it as God ſhould enable them; and for his aſſiſt- 
| ing Grace they attended upon Chriſt's Miniſtry, and 
waited at Jeruſalem, as Chriſt had order'd them, till 
they were endued with Power from on high. Chriſt 
| knew this was in their Hearts in Truth, and therefore 
prenounced them clean, 7chn 15. 3. 
z. The Law of God is diliver d in Negativcs, except 
one in the fert Tabie, Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it 
bel); and cne in the ſecond Table, Honour thy Father and 
thy Mother. There is ſomething poſitive in all the 
| Commandments required, tho' they be deliver'd in 
negative Words ; Thou ſhalt not do this, thou ſhalt 
rot do that; but they be deliver'd in a negative Styl 
| becauſe we be required firſt to ceaſe to do Evil, nd 


che fourth and fifth are deliver'd in poſitive Terms, re- 


quiring us to do ſomething, viz. to keep holy God's 
Day, and, to honour our Parents; becauſe when we 


* The Nature of Faith. | 
be willing to ceaſe to do Evil, we muſt learn to do 
well: and when our Teachers and Parents on the Sab- 
| bath-day teach us our Duty, and we learn it of them, 
wee do then learn to do well; and that is one way of 
keeping that Day holy, and of honouring our Pa- 
- TENTS. 

4. Telus Chriſt, the Object of our Faith, is conſider d as 
our Saviour and Phyſician, and we as bis Patients. Chriſt 
is indeed God, our Maker, and we be his Creatures, 
and ſo we be bound to ſerve him with a preſent work- 
ing or active Obedience. Bur he offer, not himſelf ro us 
as he is God, to be believed in by us ; and therefore a 

| — active working Obedience, in an immediate 
Rkeeping his Moral Laws, in their poſitive and negative 
Extent, is not required to prove our Faith true. But 
Chriſt is God-Man, a Saviour, a Phyſician for Sin- 

ſick Souls, and in that reſpect he is the Object of our 
Faith. And ſuch an Obedience, as our Infirmity and 
= Weakneſs will afford and can perform, and as is ſuited 
d the healing Work he has undertaken, which is 2 
Paſſive Obedience, is required to prove our Faith true 
= and ſaving : Which Paſſive Obedience does conſiſt in 
our yielding or ſubmitting our ſelves to his healing 
= Vertue and Methods; including withal a Purpoſe, 2 
= Chriſt a Saviour ſhall enable, to ſerve Chriſt as God, 
in keeping all his Moral Laws. What that Paſſive 
Obedience is, take in this plain Compariſon. 
| A certain Man, who is both a Farmer and Phyſi- 
cian, hath a Servant ſick; the Servant is bound by his 
Bargain to do his Maſter's Husbandry-work, but he 
cannot, becauſe he is ſick; his Maſter is willing to 
be his Doctor, and do what he can to cure him, it he 
will accept of him for his Phyſician, and will take his 
Ss Potions of Phyſick, and will cbſerve all the Direction 
bout his Diet, and other things he ſhall preſcribe 
bim; and will, as he mends and gets Strength, ſerve 
him again faithfully in his Farm-work. The ſick Ser- 
vant is willing of his Maſter's kind Offer, and thank- 
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fully accepts of him for his Phyſician. The Obedience 
which at preſent the Servant can perform, and his 
Maſter requires, is, that he take his Medicines, and 
forbear all Meat and Drink that feed his Diſtemper, 
and that he be rul'd and govern d in every thing that 
ſhall further his Recovery : and then afterwards, as he 
| recovers Strength, that he work for him in his Huſ- 
bandry-work. If the ſick Servant do thus obey his Ma- 
ſter, it is a certain Sign he was hearty and in ear - 
neſt, when he took 2 Maſter for his Phyle. = 
So here Chriſt, as God, is our Maker, and we be 
| his Creatures, and be bound to ſerve him this preſent 
Moment perfectly in all Holineſs and Righteouſneſs # 
but we cannot, becauſe ve be Sinners diſabled by Sin: 
But Chriſt, God-man, is willing to be our Saviour, 
our Phyſician, to cure our Souls, if we will accept of 
hm for that End and Purpoſe, and will obſerve all 
his appointed Means by which he will heal our Souls, 
(of which before in Repentance) and if we will, as he 
ſhall heal and ſtrengthen us, ſerve him in all Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs as God. We accept Chriſt's gra- 
cious Offer, and give our Conſent that Jeſus Chriſt 
be our Saviour: The Obedience which we can at 
preſent perform, and which our Saviour expects, is, 
that we reſolve to uſe all the Means of Grace, by 
them to get Grace wrought in our Souls; and that 
we ſe afterwards, as we be healed and ſtreng- 
then'd, to ſerve him as God in all Holineſs and Righ- 
| teouſneſs. If we do thus obey Jeſus Chriſt our Sa- 
viour, we do thereby ſhew that we were hearty and 
ſincere in our accæpting him for our Saviour, and con- 
ſequently that our Faith is a true lively Faith. 

Reader, I ſuppoſe thee to be a Man ſubject to like 
Paſſions with other Men who haſt many Failings and 
Infirmities in thy Life, which cauſe many Doubrs and 
Fears in thee, ſo that many times thou can ſt not tell 
what to make vf thy ſelf. The more thy Miſcatriages 
be, without doubt the weaker thy Faith 1: ; but : 
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| be not an Argument that thou haſt no Faith at al 
= Therefore ask thy ſelf theſe Queſtions : Am I wil. 

| ling to receive from Chriſt the Holy Spirit to change 

| my Heart, turn my Will, and reform my Life ? Am 
I reſolved againſt all Sin, that I will not wilfully live 
in the Practice of any known Sin? Am I reſolved to 
learn of Chriſt to do well? Am] reſolved to uſe all the 
Means of Grace by them to get ſanctifying Grace? 
Am I reſolv'd by the Grace Chriſt ſhall give me to 
ſerve God in keeping his holy Laws? If thou cant | 
truly anſwer, Yes, to all theſe Queſtions, thou haſt 
obeyed Jeſus Chriſt ſo as to prove thy Faith a ſaving | 
Faith. 
If thou doſt object againſt thy ſelf, thy great Neg. 
lects of the Means of Grace, and thy many Sins, 
and thy great ones, and often Relapſes into them, 
even ſince thou haſt been willing, (as thou thinkeſt) 
to receive the Holy Ghoſt, and haſt purpoſed to leave 
all Sin, and haſt reſolved to learn to do well, and by 
the Strength of Chriſt to obey God better; and there 
fore doſt think that theſe Reſolutions are not ſincere: 
I ſhall not now, but it may be another time may, fay 
ſomething concerning this Caſe, and ſhew that there 
may be true Grace in great Sinners, that are guilty o 
= Relapſes, and how that may be known. 

the preſent I ſay this: Beware thou doſt not deny 

the Grace of God in thee, and what he hath done for 
thy Soul. Doſt thou now purpoſe and reſolve, when 
an Opportunity ſhall ſerve, to commit any cne Sin 
again? What is the Thought of thy Heart about that? 
Is it not, not ro fin? Doſt not wiſh that thou may 
be kept from it, tho it be only by reſtraining Grace? 
Doſt thou nor ſometimes pray? and ſometimes read, 
hear, and meditate on the Word? Doſt not ſometims 
watch thy Heart, and govern thy outward Ser 
ſes? Doſt not ſometimes avoid Temptations and 
Occaſions of Sin? Did'ſt never come to the Lords 
Table? Haſt not uſed theſe Means, when _ 
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of God in thee, and wait diligently and conſtantly 
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thou mayeſt get 
Grace out of Chriſt's Fullneſs to change thy Heart, 
and haſt not afrerward found thy Heart in ſome de- 
changed and turned againſt Sin? Haſt not after- 
ward reſiſted ſome Temptations, and kept thy ſelf 
ſometimes from thy Sin? Haſt not found thy Heart 
afterwards inclin d towards God's holy Laws, ſo that 
thou haſt ſometimes done ſome good Duties in obe- 


dience to God, for his Glory? And is all this nothi = 


with thee? . 
O! but it is but ſometimes that I do this, at other 


times I act quite contrary | Who do's this always? I 


pray thee ſhew me that Man, and then let him throw 
the firſt Stone at thee. 
Let me give thee this Advice: Examine impartial- 
what God has done for thee upon this account, and 
be thankful for ir, and ſtir up thy ſelf, and the Gifts 


upon God in all his Ordinances, uſe all Means, and 
in them look for the Holy Ghoſt to come upon thee, 
and God's Spirit will, in theſe Ways of God's Appoint- 
ment, move upon thy Heart. And as the Light and 
Heat of the Sun is its own Evidence; ſo that Know- 
ledge, Faith, Hope, Love, Zeal, Godly Sorrow, 
Holy Indignation againſt Sin, Thankfulneſs and 
Praiſe, and earneſt Deſires after more, that ſhall then 
be wrought in thy Soul, will infallibly prove what Spi- 
rit thou haſt received, and by what Spirit thou art 


| adted: And the Holineſs which will tollow hereupon 


in thy Lite, will moſt certain!y prove that thou waſt 
ſincere, when thou didit purpole to leave thy Sin; and 
to learn to do well, and in the Strength of Chriſt to 
ſerve God in all Holinets and Righteouſneſs. Bleſſed 
is that Servant, whom his Lord when he cometh ſhall 
ind ſo believing in, and ſo obeying of, Jeſus Chri/. 
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